Detective Nafula Mumbi: Hello everyone, my name is Nafula Mumbi and I’m a detective assigned to a case here in Cairo, the capital and largest city of Egypt. I’ve been informed by the Egyptian police of the importance of my new detective case.  Come along with me on my safari journey to unlock the rightful owner of the MYSTERY JOURNAL.

Egyptian Police Officer: Assalaamu alaikum. That means hello in Arabic, the official language of Egypt.  Here is the journal I was telling you about, Nafula. Unfortunately the first page was torn and we no longer know whom it belongs to. (Hold up journal to first page to the audience, it reads: Urgent information! If found, please return to (page ripped at this point.) I know that if you use the clues it contains you can return it to its rightful owner. I might start your search in Giza nearby. Archaeologist Mark Lehner is studying the pyramids of Giza and the Sphinx. Here are the directions to find him. If the journal does not belong to him, he might be able to help.

Detective Nafula: (Grabs journal) Thank you. (Looks inside journal) Hmmmm… it looks like this journal contains information about an endangered species the chimpanzee. (Starts walking to Mark) I think I see Mark now.

Detective Nafula: Hello, you must be Mark Lehner.  I’m Detective Nafula Mumbi. May I ask you a few questions please?

Mark: Sure, how can I help?

Detective Nafula: I’m looking for the owner of this scientific journal. Can you tell me about what you study?

Mark:  I’m an archaeologist. I research how the ancient Egyptians lived and built the Giza Pyramids and Sphinx.  Pyramids were built to protect the tombs of the Pharaohs.  It took over 20 years and thousands of men to build one pyramid. The Sphinx is a lion with the head of a Pharaoh  that acted as a guardian for the pyramids. Lots of people are fascinated by the ancient custom of mummification. The bodies of  Pharaohs and everyday people were preserved with salt for the journey to the afterlife. Archaeologists use clues like buried objects and buildings to find out how people lived in the past and what their culture was like.  Did you read the journal for clues?  

Detective Nafula: Let’s see. I have information in here about an endangered species, the chimpanzee.  

Mark:  I don’t study animals, but I know that primates like chimpanzees can’t live in the desert. It’s very hot and dry here, and the only source of water is the Nile River. That’s why Egypt’s great civilizations were established on the banks of the Nile. You will need to travel closer to the equator to the rainforest.  Good luck to you Nafula.  Here, take this notebook with paper made from papyrus to copy down your clues.  (Mark points to papyrus)

Dectective Nafula:  Thank you!  Goodbye!  (She passes by the desert animals) Luckily, I have a map to see which countries in Africa are closer to the equator.  If only animals could talk what would they be saying?  (Nafula opens her journal and stares down as the desert animals tell about themselves)

Fennec Fox: I know what you are thinking.  Why do we have such big ears?  We hear it all the time.  Hee Hee.  Fennec foxes have big ears  to help keep our bodies cool.  They also pick up the slightest sound, helping us find our prey.

Horned Viper: We are horned vipers. We bury ourselves in the sand and hide until a tasty mouse or lizard comes by. 

Sand Cat: We have thick fur even on the soles of our feet.  This helps us to move quickly on the sand and protect our paws from the heat. I don’t know how these humans walk on the hot sand wearing only sandals!  Can you guess what animal we are?  I will give you a clue.  We live in the sand and we are cats!

Nafula: (Still studying the journal while the animals are talking.  She begins speaking after the animal speeches)  Wait!  What is this tucked in the back of the journal?  It’s a photograph of people from the Masai tribe.  On the back it says: The Masai tribe lives in Kenya and Tanzania. Both of these countries are near the equator. The Masai are pastoralists – that means that they herd cattle. Their main foods are milk and corn. It’s either Kenya or Tanzania that has a rainforest.  I just can’t remember.  This map is unclear.  Maybe the Masai people in Kenya can direct me to the chimpanzees of the rainforest.  (Nafula gets into the jeep and rides to the Masai women)

Masai women: How can we help you?  These beautiful necklaces for sale are handmade. In the Masai tribe, the women make beadwork to symbolize position in society. The colorful cloth we are wearing is called a kanga.

Nafula: Hello my name is Nafula.  I am on a journey to solve an important 

mystery of a journal that was found in Cairo, Egypt.  The journal has information on how to save the chimpanzees of the rainforest.  A picture of Masai women was in the back of this journal.  It might be a clue to help me 

find the owner.

Masai women: We have a village in the Masai Mara National Reserve with many wild animals, but no chimpanzees.  Maybe one of the animal researchers there can help. Follow us.

On the way they see a rhinoceros in the road and a wildlife photographer.  They stop to talk to the photographer.

Wildlife Photographer:  Rhinos are critically endangered.  I may not get the chance to photograph them in the future.

Masai women: People should take care of the animals in the wild Some take the rhinoceros tusks to sell. We live a traditional way of life and we never disturb the environment. 

Nafula: If rhinos could only talk and tell us how to save them.  (Nafula stares down at the journal)

Rhinoceros speech:  I’m a black rhino.  I am critically endangered.  People are my greatest threat. Ninety percent of Rhinos are killed by poachers for their horns.  Did you know there are only 3,100 black rhinos left in the world? I may only have a few offspring in my lifetime because it takes three years for me to have my baby.  I get my food by hitting trees to get down leaves, buds and fruit.  That is why I have two horns on my head.  You can help join the fight to save the rhino.  Just go to savetherhino.org and donate.  Your donations will help pay for the reserve I live on and the rehabilitation of injured rhinos and their calves.  A reserve is a safe haven for animals to be free and happy.

Nafula says goodbye to the Masai people and thanks them for their journey with her.  Masai women walk off stage.

Nafula: Goodbye! Thank you for journeying with me! 

Nafula is left with the photographer and begins to ask him questions about the animals and tells him about her mystery journal and that she is looking for the owner of it as it contains very important information on chimpanzees.   He knows a lot about animals and tells her that they are in the Tanzania rainforest.  As she walks away the animals in the Savanna talk to the photographer one by one.  

Nafula:  Let me introduce myself.  I am a detective from Cairo.  My investigation leads me to you to solve the case of the mystery journal.  Here is what I know so far.  I am looking for chimpanzees in the rainforest.  The Masai have told me there are lots of animals here.  Does Kenya have a rainforest or is it Tanzania?

Wildlife Photographer:  It is Tanzania that has a rainforest.  There is a chimpanzee reserve there in Gombe National Park. While you are here, why don’t you stay and learn about the savanna animals in Kenya?

Nafula:  How can this help me find the owner of the mystery journal?

Wildlife Photographer:  All animals are part of the circle of life and may indeed give you a clue to the rainforest chimpanzees.

Nafula:  If only animals could talk.  (She looks down at the journal while each animal talks)

Elephant: Hello.  I am an African elephant, the largest living mammal.  I am endangered because people illegally hunt me for my tusks that are made from ivory.  Elephants used to live throughout Africa but now they are found only in one third of the continent.  We are very intelligent creatures who love our families.   Our muscular trunks are remarkable! We use it as a nose to smell, a hand to grab, a tool for gathering food, and a hose for siphoning water.  

Elephant: We can also hug a friend with our trunk.  You can adopt an orphan elephant at sheldrickwildlifetrust.org.   Please save the Elephants from extinction!

Lions: Roarrrr! I am known as the king of the jungle.  I live in prides.  A pride is a family of female lions, cubs and a few male lions.  Lions are found in savannas, grasslands, dense bush and woodlands. 
Giraffe: I am a twiga, which means giraffe in Swahili.  I live in the savanna too.  I love to eat leaves, buds, and fruits.  They are yummy! I have few predators because I am so tall.  

Cheetah speech: We are cheetahs. We are the fastest land animal. We can sprint at speeds of 75 miles per hour. Unlike other large cats we can’t climb trees.

Wildlife Photographer:  Well, was I right? Did you learn something about the animals that can help you solve your journal mystery?

Nafula:  Yes, I have learned from my visit with the animals of Kenya.  Thank you for your time.  I am off to the rainforests of Tanzania.  The chimpanzees are surely there, but I still do not know who owns this journal!

Wildlife Photographer:  Goodbye Nafula.  Be safe on your journey.

Nafula journeys to the Tanzania rainforest and meets with Jane Goodall.  She discovers the journal belongs to her.  

Park ranger:  Jambo, my name is Okonkwo. I am a park ranger.  I will guide you through the rainforest of Tanzania to Gombe National Park.  What brings you here?

Nafula:  I am Detective Nafula Mumbi here to find the owner of this journal on chimpanzees.  In the inside it says:  “Urgent information! If found, please return” but the name was torn out.

Park ranger:  I know just the person you need to talk to.  Follow me to the Gombe Stream Reserve, Detective Nafula.

Walking action like they are going through a jungle.  Jane is sitting on the rainforest floor using sign language with a chimp as they approach. 

Park ranger:  May I introduce you to Jane Goodall.  She is an animal conservationist and primatologist.  

Nafula: It’s an honor to meet you! I’m Detective Nafula Mumbi. Does this journal look familiar to you?

Jane:  However did you find me?  This is my journal! Thank you Detective Nafula! I must have left it at my conference in Cairo. I travel all over the world to tell people about chimpanzees and why we should protect them.   

Chimp speech:  I am a chimpanzee.  I am a little like you.  Ninety nine percent of my DNA is the same as a human.  I even use tools.  I poke termite nests with sticks and use large rocks to crack open nuts.  Chimpanzees are endangered.  People hunt us for food and sell our babies as pets.  It’s very sad.  

Nafula: How can we help the chimpanzee?

Jane:  You can help the chimpanzee by going green.  This means conserving energy in your environment.  This helps the rainforest the chimps come from by reducing global warming.  You can also adopt a chimpanzee in the guardian chimp program.  Just go to my website at janegoodall.org.  One person can make a difference.  I have dedicated my life to the plight of chimpanzees and we have learned much about them and our environment.  Now it is your turn to see what you can do.

Colobus Monkey:  (Jumps down from bookshelf )  Hi Jane!  I’m a colobus monkey! I have reduced thumbs.  It’s an adaptation to better swing through the trees. (Monkey takes banana near Jane and begins to eat it)

Jane:  I love animals.  They bring me such joy!

Nafula:  I have learned the importance of all animals. We must do our part to help protect them and not disturb the environments that they live in.

Masai Women:  Everyone pick up your playbill and sing along with us.  The lyrics are on the back page of your playbill.  Let’s celebrate Africa!

First Song:  Kwaheri 

Second Song:  Oh Mama Bakudala 

